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Written by Lyana Peters
It is almost that time of year again: Summer! A time for endless sun, long 

hot days, and no school. But what are you going to do, spend it glued to 
your laptop or cellphone? Sure, learning a new Tiktok dance challenge can 
be fun, but what will you do the next day or the day after that? Summer can 
very quickly go from fun to tedious. Besides, after living in a pandemic, 
another summer cooped up in the house does not sound thrilling.

Well, we’ve got you covered!  Every Tuesday evening in June, starting June 
8th, Thrive will be hosting its summer PopUp activities.

Summer PopUps are a night of fun, food, and prizes, and even a little 
learning on topics YOU want to learn! Thrive has polled area teens to ensure 
that all activities are what teens are interested in.

Our lineup for the next four weeks includes topics like songwriting, arts 
and crafts, make-up tutorials, basic car care, and much more. Sure, you 
can watch videos on YouTube, but isn’t it more fun to do these things 
hands-on with a live instructor?

 
You get to learn skills you’re interested in, meet other local teens, get free 

food, and a chance to win prizes. Plus, you get to break up the humdrum of 
summer break!

For those of you who are still wary about being out in the world, Thrive will 
be having our virtual PopUps on the 22nd and 29th. All the fun of an in-person 
session right in your own home, with live instructors and prizes.

THRIVE CLERMONT

TUESDAYS IN JUNE

Some fun activities from previous Summer PopUps! From left to right: ukelele lessons, make-up tutorials, cake decorating, Mickey ear design, and sailing.

IN PERSON | 6PM-8:30PM

VIRTUAL | 6PM-7:30PM

JUNE 8 |
JUNE 15 |

DOWNTOWN CLERMONT
LAKE DAVID PARK

JUNE 22 |
JUNE 29 |

JOIN US ONLINE
JOIN US ONLINE

REGISTER NOW!
SCAN CODE OR CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 

ONLINE BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE!

LEARN MORE AT THRIVECLERMONT.ORG/SUMMER-POPUPS

C L E R M O N T

https://linktr.ee/ThriveClermontEvent
https://www.thriveclermont.org/summer-popups
https://www.facebook.com/thriveclermont
https://www.instagram.com/thriveclermont/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/thrive-clermont/
https://www.thriveclermont.org/


For more information, visit us online at thriveclermont.org/getinvolved
or email programs@thriveclermont.org

Help support our teens by sponsoring Summer PopUps! You’ll receive logo 
recognition on various media posted throughout our most popular event!

EVENT SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE!

When  you choose to sponsor a teen, for only $25, you give teens a great 
opportunity to learn and grow regardless of their financial background. 

SPONSOR A  TEEN

Our adult volunteers are what make our organization so successful. With so 
many different opportunities, this is the perfect way to get involved in your 
community using your skills and expertise!

VOLUNTEER

meet the

This year is full of celebration with two major milestones for Thrive 
Clermont. Not only did we celebrate our fifth birthday with Thrive is Five! 
but we also have the honor to introduce Brian Zollweg as the organization’s 
new president.

Mr. Zollweg has been an active member of the community for over ten 
years, serving with the Lake County Public Schools, Habitat for Humanity, 
and Boy Scouts of America, through which he met Thrive’s founder, Sheri 
Lewin. 

Inspired by her infectious energy and her passion for helping the teens 
of Clermont, he decided to serve on the planning committee for the very 
first Teen Summit hosted by Thrive. Over the next five years, he became 
more and more involved with the organization. His increasing dedication 
to serving teens of Clermont, and his experiences in working in Human 
Resources, put him in the perfect position to become Thrive’s next 
president, and manage donations and guide all of Thrive’s various 
committees. 

His plans for the next five years include more collaboration between 
Thrive’s Board of Directors and the Teen Advisory Council, an exciting 
prospect that gives teens an even bigger role in the organization created 
to serve them.  

From everyone at Thrive, we are thrilled to 
welcome Brian Zollweg into this position!

Brian taps into his inner model for the 
photobooth at Thrive is Five! 

Photo Credit: Lindsay Parks Photography

https://www.thriveclermont.org/get-involved-home
https://www.thriveclermont.org/board
https://www.linkedin.com/in/brianzollweg/


For the first time in over a year, the entire tac was able to get together, 
in person, to take a photo together as they set up for the event.

Groveland mayor, Evelyn Wilson, 
joined us on stage to announce the 
exciting news of the city joining 

Summer PopUps 2021.

This spring, Thrive Clermont celebrated five years of empowering 
teens! On April 11th, our Thrive is Five! celebration took place at Waterfront 
Park. This free-to-attend community event was set to feature live 
performances, local retail and food vendors, and activities for the whole 
family.  

This fundraiser might have been rained out, but our successes and 
good times weren't! Our virtual silent auction as still a success and ran 
an extra week for all those that wanted to get in on the fun and we were 
still able to see some great performances. Even if the event didn’t go as 
planned, we are so grateful that we were still able to celebrate our fifth 
anniversary with our community, volunteers, and, maybe most 
importantly, our teens.  

For five years, our mission has been to empower teens in this 
community to be strong leaders and grow to their fullest potential. 

Our Teen Advisory Council, known as TAC, showed up prepared and 
ready to host the Thrive is Five! event. These teens worked tirelessly prior 
to the event to plan and coordinate the event and on the day of the 
celebration, worked just as hard to set up decorations, chairs, and mark 
off the event area at Waterfront Park.  As the skies opened to rain on our 
parade, the TAC pulled together to clean up and break down the event 
in the cold rain that showed us just how much Thrive’s leadership training 
and empowerment have affected the members of the TAC.

Every month when the TAC meets, Thrive founder, Sheri Lewin, provides 
the teens with lessons in leadership. At the last TAC meeting before the 
event, this lesson was on the keys to being a successful person. One of 
Sheri's most important takeaways from the meeting was that successful 
people are made from challenges.

We could not be prouder of these teens! Inclement weather during 
your big party is a challenge, but our TAC members rose to the occasion 
and handled it with grace. From managing performers backstage to 
getting plants and decorations moved, our TAC members stepped up 
and stepped in wherever they were needed. 

From all of us at Thrive, we  say thank you to our sponsors, vendors, 
and performers that joined our celebration. Our mission could not be 
accomplished without the support of our executive board members, 
community partners, supporters,  and, of course, our TAC!

Written by Lyana Peters

East Ridge High School’s premier choral group, Rhythm Of 
The Knight, sings the national anthem to kick off the event.

Clermont mayor, Tim Murry, and his family joined us for our 
event, even stopping by to take a picture at our 

photobooth. 

Photo Credit:  Lindsay Parks Photography

The TAC planning committee “hand” paint the backdrop 
of the photobooth for the event



THANK YOU, SPONSORS!
Support from our sponsors make our mission a reality.

To learn more about how you can place an advertisement by sponsoring our 
newsletter, please check out our website at thriveclermont.org/support-us

Do you have a favorite Thrive moment? Tag @thriveclermont 
on social media and use #thrivearchives to share pictures 

and stories to celebrate five years of empowering teens!

In honor of our Thrive is Five celebration, this year we’ll be featuring this 
new segment showcasing memories and events from the last five years.

Summer PopUps had their debut in June 2017 as a safe 
environment for teens to socialize, meet new people, and learn 
fun, new skills and hobbies. With a variety of activities that were 
designed just for teens, there was something for everyone! 

Summer PopUps 2017 brought over 150 teens together thanks 
to our adult experts that volunteered their time to teach. This 
event continues to be our most loved event and look forward to 
another summer of fun!

Pictured are some of the most popular PopUps of 2017 including 
longboarding, dog training basics, photography, and kayaking.

Sometimes bridging the gap between where you are and where you want to be 
can be daunting and teens can get stuck. Hearing direct answers from local 
professionals on how they overcame obstacles, found mentors, and what they love 
about being an adult inspires high school students to take that next unsure step. Our 
Adulting Series aims to do just that.

Topics featured in our Adulting Series include financial wellness, different career 
paths in various fields, entrepreneurship and more, all led by area experts. By giving 
teens an honest look at the future ahead of them we believe we can empower teens 
to have confidence in the next big stage of their life. 

If you would like to find out more about our Adulting Series and how you can 
volunteer as one of our expert presenters to inspire teens with your journey, contact 
us at programs@thriveclermont.org

ADULTING SERIES 2021

Petyon Boggs | Kenzie Harris | Nadia Marquez | Naomi Rivera | Nathaniel Williams-Peters

https://www.thriveclermont.org/support-us


VARIOUS WAYS TO VENT
BY KENZIE HARRIS

Talking to someone you are close with is one of the easiest ways to vent, whether it’s your 
parents/guardian, siblings, or close friends. Having a good relationship with your parents or guardians is 
great, especially in this case. They understand the struggles of being a teenager and can advise you on 
handling a difficult situation. 

If you are looking for a different family-related option, there are always your siblings. Sometimes, you 
need to vent about your parents, and siblings are great people to talk to since they have probably gone 
through the same thing.

If you’re not looking to vent to someone at home, maybe try seeing a therapist or visiting the school 
counselor. Most people think of a therapist and go straight to the idea of mental health issues, when in fact, 
they can also help with stress and other overwhelming emotions. Therapists are a great option if you’re 
looking to vent and get advice. If you don’t have any time after school, that is perfectly fine. Most schools in 
the U.S. have a school counselor and are great people to talk to if all you desire is for someone to listen. 

Sometimes talking to an actual person can feel awkward, or you just don’t want to discuss your issues, 
but you still feel the need to vent. Journaling one’s thoughts can be therapeutic to reflect on emotions and 
situations. It’s an excellent technique if talking, or in this case, writing is all you desire. This method is a great 
way to process your thoughts, go over past situations, and identify if a relationship isn’t working. The best 
part about journaling is that you can write down all of your feelings or problems, tear out the page, and 
throw it away to let them all go.

Going through our school years can be quite stressful, and we need strategies to help express those 
feelings. Try these venting techniques, and there is no limit to your emotional paradise!

Whether you’re starting middle school or finishing college, we 
all experience stressful times. Talking about our feelings helps us 
evaluate past decisions and build better relationships with 
others and with ourselves. 

The majority of people believe social media is the answer 
when it comes to venting. However, many topics aren’t 
appropriate to share online and have a chance of resurfacing 
later. Instead, there are multiple ways to express emotions both 
verbally and in writing without the negative consequences.

TEEN TALK
THRIVE CLERMONT | COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER TEEN SUPPLEMENT 

Thrive Clermont is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to 
empowering teens to succeed 
through skill-building events, 
socialization, and mentoring 
programs offered year round.  

Learn more at
 www.thriveclermont.org

https://www.thriveclermont.org/


See Your Logo Here
Learn more about becoming a sponsor and 

advertising in our newsletter at 
thriveclermont.org/getinvolved

or contact us at 
programs@thriveclermont.org 

Printing services donated by proud sponsor:

ADVICE CORNER
Honestly, this question could trigger so many opinions as to whether or 

not we are defined by the choices we make. Personally, I like to believe 
that we are not our mistakes, and they don’t define us as a whole. 
However, I also believe that they could have an effect on us and build up 
our character if we allow them to. 

Some days I surprise even myself with how many different things I 
manage to mess up in a short duration of time. However, it’s a personal 
decision to decide whether I want to keep repeating those mistakes or 
learn from them. I know there’s so many people out there that think 
they’re terrible people just because they make a mistake or a bad 
choice, but it’s only a negative if you allow it to be. 

We haven’t always given it our 100%. We’ve ignored our conscience and morals at some point. We’ve all let 
down people that we care about in one way or another and that is not okay. However, it doesn’t have to be 
the end or become a habit either. If we are at fault, it’s important that we accept that and apologize. 

No matter the mistake or the situation, the only person that can bring peace and move on is yourself. 
When you know better, you do better. Don’t let your mistakes define you. Instead, learn from them, adapt, 
and allow them to help you grow into the person you want to be. If you don’t know who that person is yet, it’s 
okay. As long as you’re living, you have time. Mistakes mean we’re human and I feel like they’re something 
we all can relate to. Sharing our struggles and errors with others who might be able to relate is a beautiful 
way to get in touch with our humanity. 

BY NAOMI RIVERA
DO OUR MISTAKES DEFINE US?

Summer PopUps Are Coming!

Scan (or click) the code to learn 
more about 2021 Summer PopUps, 
what events are on the schedule, 

and how to join the fun!

Tuesday Evenings in June

C L E R M O N T

https://linktr.ee/ThriveClermontEvent
https://www.thriveclermont.org/get-involved-home


BOX OFFICE REVIEWS

BOX OFFICE REVIEWS
BY NATHANIEL WILLAIMS-PETERS

Movies today have such a wide variety of genres. Ranging from romance to 
horror to action and comedy, then everything between. In this piece, I’m 
talking about two movies, in particular, Mortal Kombat and Godzilla vs. Kong.  

My original thoughts about Mortal Kombat were that the movie was 
extremely good, but after researching the story, I concluded that the movie 
wasn’t that great. The plot wasn’t consistent with the lore leading up to this 
movie. There wasn’t a lot of depth within most of the characters. Take Goro 
for example, Goro was the four-armed monster you see fighting with our 
main protagonist, Cole. Now in the lore for Mortal Kombat, Goro was depicted 
as an uptight snobby prince who felt like he was entitled to everything, but in 
the movie, he wasn’t portrayed that way. Goro wasn’t portrayed in any way, 
considering that he was a staple in the Mortal Kombat series, which shows 
how underwhelming the movie was. 

Now, on to Godzilla vs. Kong. In my opinion, this movie was better, but I 
didn’t like how the ending was just a setup for a sequel. The movie did well at 
the box office considering that it came out during a pandemic. But just the 
fact that Kong got obliterated twice, the movie directors decided instead of 
Godzilla ripping Kong’s head off, making it known that Godzilla was the over-
all winner. They pulled some classic cliche on how the two enemies decided 
to gang up on the bigger enemy, and then going about their lives happily 
ever after. No, that’s not what fans wanted to see. Most fans wanted a clear 
winner and not some fairytale ending that was pulled out of Disney. 

Otherwise, the movie’s direction was pretty well done. The story was alright; 
however, the story did have loopholes that didn’t make sense. For example, 
how did Kong and his crew end up from Antarctica to China? Logically, this 
didn’t make sense. If Kong went through the earth, they would have ended up 
in the north pole, not China. And the scene where the conspiracy theorist and 
those two teens were trapped and went from Florida to China in underwater 
tubes? That isn’t logically possible, because support beams underwater 
would have to reach past ten thousand meters just to touch the ocean floor 
in the Atlantic. Plus, drilling through other countries and landmasses would 
take quite literally almost centuries, if not more. There is no possible way that 
the government or the U.N. just let the organization drill across the planet. 
Godzilla vs. Kong was a good movie; just not to me. 

I will be back to discuss more movies such as the new Demon Slayer movie, 
and others. If you enjoyed this review, go ahead and subscribe to get the 
newest issues of Teen Talk in your inbox. 

Godzilla vs. Kong (2021) movie 
poster retrieved from IMDB.

Mortal Kombat (2021) movie 
poster retrieved from IMDB.

Applications to join (TAC) open late summer! 

Our newsletter committee is made up of members of our Teen Advisory Council (TAC) who make a 
commitment to Thrive Clermont for 6 months to serve their community while getting volunteer hours, 
hands-on leadership experience, and learning valuable life skills. Members choose to participate on 
subcommittees of their choice like newsletter, social media, event planning and more!

Learn more about TAC, what they do, and how you can get involved at thriveclermont.org/TAC

https://www.thriveclermont.org/tac


Want To Get Involved?
Opportunities are endless with Thrive Clermont. With various skill-building events, mentorship 

programs, and chances to get involved in your area, we can help you find your perfect fit.  

Meet The Writers
Teen Talk articles are written exclusively by teens on our newsletter committee. Here are this issue’s writers!

Volunteer Ongoing or one-time volunteer opportunities

Have fun serving your community while gaining volunteer 
hours to use on your resume and college applications

Openings with various nonprofits in your community to fit 
your interests

Hands-on training and personalized placement

Attend 
Programs 

Summer PopUps (June 2021)

Adulting Series (Fall 2021)

Learn fun skills and find your new hobby during our summer  series dedicated 
to getting out of the house, meeting new friends, and trying something new! 

Join us for various workshops dedicated to preparing you for life after high 
school. Topics include behind the scenes looks at various careers, financial 

wellness advice, and much more! 

Join TAC
Teen Advisory Council

Help shape Thrive Clermont as a member of our Teen Advisory 
Council and have a real impact on your community

Choose areas that interest you like event planning committees or 
social media and communications teams

BOX OFFICE REVIEWS Be sure to follow us on social media to make sure you 
don’t miss any of the fun! @tac.thrive

Kenzie Harris

I enjoy playing basketball, relaxing on the beach, and spending time with 
friends and family. I first joined Newsletter to enhance my knowledge about the 
components of a good paper, doing what I love, and writing what I’m 
passionate about.

Age: 13
School: Imagine South Lake Charter

Naomi Rivera

“My favorite things to do are writing and watching Netflix. I joined the Newsletter 
because I love writing and informing people about the Clermont community 
that I call home.”

Age: 16
School: Montverde Academy

Nathaniel Williams-Peters

“I enjoy making music, video games, watching movies, and reading. I'm part of 
the Kiwanis Builders Club in school and hope to be an artist and music 
producer in the future.”

Age: 14
School: East Ridge Middle School

Gain real-world leadership and networking experience and build 
invaluable life skills while earning volunteer hours

https://www.facebook.com/thriveclermont
https://www.instagram.com/tac.thrive/



